October 8, 2006
“You were Formed for God’s Pleasure”

Deuteronomy 6:1-9


Mark 12:28-34

The journey into 40 Days has begun. By now, we have met in our small groups at least once. We are beginning to study the principles behind a purpose-filled life with Christ. Last week pondered life from the basic question most of us have asked at some point in our time here on earth –“What on earth am I here for?” We discovered that we are created by God and for God. Our lives focused in Christ are to bring glory and honor to the very one who created us and even before we were born had a unique purpose in mind for us. What have you learned this past week? 




























Revelation 4:12 helps us to understand that God created everything and the purposes of all things are found in His wish for our lives to bring Him pleasure. Greg told the story of His mother’s meatballs and the pride he had in letting everyone know they were the best … even in front of his mom. He knew that while she sought to feed him well, he also wanted her to know how much he appreciated her cooking. Pleasure to God who created us …. 



















Today’s readings indicate for us that throughout the Old and New Testament God sought for His people to understand first and foremost what He sought from them … Jesus is asked in today’s text a question about what is the most important part of the Law … This response is in three of the gospels, Mark 12:28-34; Matthew 22:34-40;Luke 10:25-28. When we look at these, we find what Jesus labeled “The First and the greatest.” And the answer was to love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. There is a word for what Jesus was calling for as He quoted the very Deuteronomy text that we read today – Worship … and there is an understanding in Jesus’ day about what this would entail – all, every aspect of our being – our actions, our life practices, everything we do is an opportunity to worship Him. What do you see here? What questions might you have? 





























I (Greg) believe that this understanding of worship is the core of what it means to truly understand your purpose in life …. Your purpose in life begins with this understanding – of what worship is, of what it is to include, and what is important and really unimportant to it! So what do you think worship really is? 

























Now read Romans 12:1-2 …. What appears to be the understanding of worship that Paul had? “Because of the mercies of God 





 present yourselves as 
















.

Or even more my speed, The Message says “ God helping you: Take your everyday ordinary life –your sleeping, eating, going to work, and walking around life – and place it before God as an offering.”

So right before us is an opportunity to understand “worship”. Go back and look at where you began just a few minutes ago – Now consider these things about worship, based on Scripture.

· Worship is my/our response to God’s love for God’s benefit.

· Worship is whatever brings pleasure to God! It’s not about me/us.

· Worship is a lifestyle, whose core is a Sabbath event.

· Worship is a verb not a noun.

· Worship is not about styles, music, or “What I am getting out of it.”

….it’s about adoration and praise for God.

Considering these things, what might you wish to learn more about and what may be your worship growing edges? 



























Believe it or not within our DNA as humans is the nature to worship. There is a question, however that all humans face – what will we worship when and how? God made us with a natural tendency to worship something … but you know the challenge … it is usually not God that we worship despite God seeking that from each of us! 

















So before we finish this, I want to make sure we understand what is central about worship, in worship, and why it is so important, so much the core of what God seeks from us. While worship is at the core of things, there is confusion. At the heart of worship, the very core of worship is the Service for the Lord’s Day. We gather together to offer praise and glory to God for all that He is and all that He has done. The Directory of Worship of the Presbyterian Church states “The central occasion for nurture is the service for the Lord’s Day.” What do you see here? What are the challenges? 
























Sabbath worship as central has at times been challenging to God’s people …. What is intended to be adoration can quickly become routine, not able to fully understand why …. The prophet Isaiah (29:13), and the Letter to the Hebrews (10:25) provide for us insights into what may happen with Sabbath worship if God’s people are not careful. Sabbath worship is not the end but the beginning of the journey! 























As we think about Sabbath worship, we used two examples of how worship flows from our Sabbath experience into our daily journey. The Ferris Wheel and the Water Cycle can help us understand what God seeks from us as we worship and then head back into the world. If worship were a Ferris Wheel what would the center represent? What would happen if the center was taken apart? 























Jesus would encourage those who truly believed to realize that God seeks lifestyles of worship. John 4:23-24 tells us that Jesus said that worship is all about all that we are. Look at the passage, what do you see. If possible, look to The Message for this verse and seek to understand what it is all about.
Worship is also about Lifestyle… the daily opportunities to offer God adoration in a variety of ways. What God seeks from us is the understanding of the flow of what it means to worship God … When we understand what worship is all about –responding to God’s love, bringing pleasure to God, seeing worship as a lifestyle, as a verb, realizing it is all about God … then our Sabbath worship spawns us, leads us into the Christian life of seeking to be in true fellowship, seeking to mature in Christ, discerning our gifts for ministry, willingly sharing our faith …. And this response leads us into Sabbath worship as well.

Here can be the challenge – we can get quite confused about ourselves and what we are doing. We can fall so much in love with our life groups, a core class, a ministry we are a part of that we begin to think we don’t need to worship with the body. We could find ourselves worshiping things outside the church that leave us not really worshipping God! 

Your thoughts? 























Seeking to answer “What on earth am I here for?” Begins where Jesus leads us – to offering all we are to Christ, to offer adoration to Him, realizing that it is not about me, but what God seeks from me.

“Life of the Christian flows from the worship of the church …the believer’s response and discipleship flows into the church’s life of worship and service.”




Presbyterian Directory of Worship
